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An introductory paragraph is the first paragraph of your research paper. Its purpose is to grab the reader’s attention, introduce the main idea of your paper, and outline what will be discussed. A strong introduction includes three key elements: a hook to capture interest, a thesis statement to explain the focus of the paper, and a preview of the main topics that will be explored.
Instructions: Below are three introductory paragraphs from heritage fair research papers. Read each paragraph carefully. Then, answer the questions that follow by identifying:
· The hook (a sentence designed to grab the reader’s attention).
· The thesis (a sentence explaining what the overall paper is about).
· The topics (the three main points that will be discussed in the paper).

Paragraph 1: Did you know that the Halifax Explosion of 1917 was one of the largest non-nuclear explosions in history? This tragic event changed the city forever, leaving thousands injured and many homeless. In this paper, I will explore how the explosion happened, the immediate response from people and organizations, and how Halifax rebuilt itself after the disaster.
Questions:
1. What is the hook?

2. What is the thesis?

3. What are the three topics that will be discussed?



Paragraph 2: Imagine living in a world where you couldn’t vote because of your gender. This was the reality for women in Canada until the early 20th century. This paper will discuss the struggles women faced in fighting for the right to vote, the key figures who led the suffrage movement, and how gaining the vote changed Canadian society.
Questions:
1. What is the hook?

2. What is the thesis?

3. What are the three topics that will be discussed?



Paragraph 3: Every February, Black History Month reminds us of the incredible contributions Black Canadians have made to our country. From freedom seekers escaping slavery to leaders in arts, science, and politics, their stories are an essential part of our heritage. The journey includes the history of the Underground Railroad in Canada, notable Black Canadian figures, and the ongoing fight for racial equality, all of which highlight the rich and complex legacy of Black Canadians.
Questions:
1. What is the hook?

2. What is the thesis?

3. What are the three topics that will be discussed?
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